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To the Kev. B. Hawker, D. D 


| Vicar of the Parish of CHARLES, PLYMOUTH, 


OCCASIONED 
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By his late Expedition into Cornwall.” 


By . 7; CARRINGTON. 
— Schoolmaster, Plymouth Dock. 7 


| 


« He that negotiates 'twixt God and Man 
As God's Ambassador,. the grand Concerns 


Of Judgement and of Mercy, should beware 
Of Lightness in his Speech.” 
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7. O the Admirers of the Doftrines contained in the 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, of the Church / 
England, the Lovers of Evangelical Truth, and 
the Candid of every Deſcription, the follmeing 


HASTY REMARKS are humbly ſubmitted, by therr 


Oledient Servant, 


The Author. 
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iF REMARKS, &c. 


«© THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD.” 


\ 
1. Cor. 1. 21. 


\ 


OFFER no apology for obtruding the following 
remai ks on the public; the numerous friends of 
Dr. HAW ER, and the real partiſans of the Goſpel, 
I am confident, expect none; and polemical, and 
practical divinity are a matter of indifference to the 
reſt: every man hath freedom of offering his ſenti- 
ments on whatever comes betore the public; and m 
obſervations are only directed to combat the miſ- 
taken aſſertions, contained in a late publication, en- 
titled, A Letter to the Rev. K. Hawker, D. D. 
Vicar of the Pariſh of Charles, Plymouth.“ | 
Ms. PolwWur LE, as it appears by his letter to Dr. 
HawKER, and the Doctor's reply, hath come for- 
ward, in a very wanton and unprovoked manner, to 
attack him on the ground of Irregularity, and the 
charge of Enthuſiaſm. That a Miniſter of the Goſ- 


A | pel, 


2 


pel, and under the banners of the eſtabliſhed Church 
of England, whoſe moſt excellent IJomilies, Articles, 
and Liturgy, are continually expoſed to his inſpec- 
tion; to the. truth 'and ſupport of which, he has, 
1 previous to his admiſſion into Holy Orders, ſub- 
1 {cribed, and which contain the ſum and ſubſtance 
[| of ſaving faith, ſhould fit down and deliberately 
write, and ſend forth into the world, a Publication, 
which has, for its ultimate end, the ſubverſion of its 
leading, diſtinguiſhing doctrines, and which profeſſes 
a total diſbelief of, and diſregard to, the moſt eſſen- 
tial points neceſſary to ſalvation, is abſolutely aſto- 
| niſhing! And, when we add to this the defamation 

| A of a brother Miniſter's character, diſtinguiſhed, at 
Ti leaſt, for indefatigable labors in the work of love, 
| and of whoſe decided attachment to Church and 
State, the world hath reccived ſuch unequivocal 
| ” Proofs, it cannot but awaken the moſt lively, and 
poignant emotions in their Breaſts, nor fail of ex- 
j citing ſentiments of almoſt univerſal indignation. ' 
# The moſt unconcerned and haſty obſerver, will, 
| at the firſt Glance, diſcern many palpable inaccura- 
| 
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cies, and contradictions, in Mr. PoLwayELE's 
| © Letter:” minutely to diſcuſs them all would ſwell 
3 the pages to a more than ordinary bulk; it ſhall be 
| my province only to expoſe a few of the moſt glaring, 
| and ſubmit them to the peruſal of the candid Reader. 
3 I am fully aware that I am attempting to diſcuſs 
| | the opinions of a Genius ſo far above mediocrity, as 
to excite the admiration of the Literary World. I 
would pay the juſt tribute to that luxuriant Imagi- 
nation, and Claſſic Elegance, which every where 
pervade his poetical Etfuſions.---The fine poetic 


Frenzy 
3, 


7 


3 


Frenzy is certainly Mr P's forte: and to fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a Genius, in that walk of ſcience, I bow | 
with humble diffidence: but muſt diſapprove, and 
that boldly too, of ſentiments hoſtile to, and ſubver- 
ſive of, real Religion; ſentiments which run directly 
counter to the juſt Ideas we form ot ſaving Faith, 


* which ſubſtitute human exertions in the ſtead of di- 


vine agency; and which, although broached by one 
of the moſt eminent Writers of the day, afford only 
one more melancholy proof to the truth of that aſ- 
ſertion of the Apoſtle's, that he natural man recerveth 
not the things of God, neither can he know them, becauſe 


they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 


We are informed in ſeveral parts of Mr. P's Let- 
ter, that © Allowances ſhould be made for the infir- 
mities common to many ;” that We ſhould look 
upon our fellow Chriſtians with eyes of candor, of 
compaſſion, and of brotherly love;” and that We 
ſhould aſſiſt our weaker brethren by every act of 
kindneſs.” How far Mr. P's conduct has been regu- 


| lated by theſe profeſſions, will speedily appear. 


If obloquy, and the blackeſt flander, can defame 

a reputation, Mr. P. has moſt effectually done it in 
the caſe of Meſſrs. Wh:rfeld and Weſley. If all the 
crimes that can debaſe the human mind, ami form the 
Villain, each of the admirers, and followers, of thoie 
diſtinguiſhed characters, have an indubitable right 
to the name, The molt improbable ſtories are in- 
ſerted, to gratify a perverſe taſte, and pourtray them 
to the world in the moſt infamous Light, a roman- 
tic Imagination can poflibly deviſe; and numerous 
quotations are made from different authors, who 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by writing againſt 
h A 2 N them, 
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them, more particularly from the works of the late 
Biſhop of I xeter, Dr. Laving/on;z and which works 
Mr P. feems to be fond of, even to adoration : and 
if report ſays true, the worthy Biſhop did not, in the 
cloſe of lite, place much confidence in the enrap- 
tured Encomiums beſtowed upon his labors, by thoſe 
who, like Mr. P. were pleaſed with his writings, 
againſt what he called Enthuſiaſm. 

I ſhall now diſſect this curious Epiſtle of Mr. P's 
in a few of its prominent points, and leave the reader 
to judge either ot the divinity, or the candor of the 


Author. 


Page 54---He relates an improbable ſtory of a poor 
man, who having heard a Methodiſt Preacher on the 


words ** [ ll waſh my hands in innocency, went home, 


and ſeized his infant Child, then aflecp in its Cradle, 
and mardered it, and waſhed his hands in the inno- 
cent Blood. 

Will Mr. Por wur rr be ſo good as to particulariſe 
this ſuppoſed fact, relate the place where, the time 
when, and by whom this execrable deed was perpe- 

trated? if it is ſubſtantiated by Proof Poſitive, we 
will believe, otherwiſe ſhall deem it a Fabrication, 
and hand it to the ſame Shelf, with the reſt of his 
imp: obable Relations. . 

. Theſe marvellous tales are but the re-echoing of 
F abrications, now many years old; the effuſions of 
miſ,uided minds, freſh rubbed up, and recently 
touched off to accompany his Letter; the lying com- 

ſitions of the E miſſai ies of Satan, whoſe kingdom 
1s daily receiving freſh, reiterated ſhocks, from ** The 
fore cut of the mountain without hands,” ſpite of all 
the oppoſition of the grand Neceiver, and the aſſiſ- 
tance of his numerous Cotemporarics. 


Meſſrs. 


5 


 Meſirs. Whitfield and Weſley were but men, and 
undoubtedly,” with all other men, had their tailings ; 
but although I am not a decided follower of their 
particular Sects, it may be ſaid with propriety, that. 
with reſpect to their uſetulneſs in the Church of 
Chriſt, | 0 1. 
Take them for all in all, 
We ne'er may look upon their like again.“ 


Whatever Mr. PoLwaytLe, or the Biſhop, or any 
man or men living think of them, it muſt be ap- 
parent to the world, that they have been inſtrumen- 
tal in improving the morals of the lower claſſes of 
the people, and have been the means of evangelizing 
the diſcourſes of the Clergy: this has been acknow- 
ledged by many of their Opponents; and it mult of- 
fend the moſt rigid Churchman to ſee men, who have 
been the means of introducing energy into lifeleſs 
diſcourſes, and ſubordination, and good order among 
the illiterate people, loaded with epithets, and charg- 


ed with crimes, which have no exiſtence, but in the 


imagination of their author; and it would, perhaps, 
redound more to the credit of Mr. P. if he were to 
endeavor to 1mitate ſome of that uſefulneſs, for which 

thele Miniſters were ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. 
The Arminians, to a man, muſt feel themſelves 
much hurt, in the charge made by Mr P. that in 
their anger towards Dr, H. they cur/e him! neither 
are the Calviniſis leſs criminated in returning, as is 
ſaid, the cy/e ſevenfold into their boſoms. I really 
think, out of juſtice to both parties, it would be but 
right to mention the Swearers by name, that the 
whole Body may not be condemned for ſwearing 
what, probably, but a few only do. | 
| =a 
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Murder! 
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ſequently all ripe for REBELL10N,” 


6 


Murder! adultery! and a long catalogue of crimes, 
that the moſt abandoned wretch living would bluſh 
to bear, is heaped on them with a ceaſeleſs profuſion 


and to complete the whole, and eſtabliſh the intamy 


of their Characters beyond the ſhadow of a doubr, 


the following Quotation is forcibly wreſted from the, 


Works of Mil ros, and triumphantly applied, in 
particular, to the zealous and indefatigable I Hiſſield. 


„The arch felon, in contempt, 
At one ſhort bound, high overleap'd all bound; 
So came this firſt grand thief into God's fold 
So, ſince into his church, lewd hirelings creep.” 


Fie, Sir, fie, why would you not recollect that 
theſe men are dead---are incapable of anſwering 
you---and, by this time, have given an account to 
God. And is it not enough to have anſwered there; 
but Mr. P. comes forth to arraign them! | 

*I have ſeen” ſays Mr. P. (page 73,) “a ſpirit 
among them that hath kindled into rapture at the 
word revolution :---T have detected it in a ſquint of 
malignity amidſt the triumphs of Br:tons.” And 
( page 83,) an alarming proſpect 1s indeed held out 


to the people,---which I ſhall take the liberty of 


copying literally. 


Ehe feelings of the Moraliſt revolt at the pros- 


pect; and to the Politician alſo, a view of the Me- 
thodiſts is truly alarming. To him are exibited a 


vaſt Body of People; - many Enthuſiaſts, and many 


Infidels, but all equally alienated from the Church 
Government, — all looking for ſome great Emergen- 
cies to liberate them from its reſtraints,---and con- 


Bad, 


Fs. 


| 


. 


4 worſhipper of the Supreme Head ot all Churches, 


7 | 
Bad, indeed, it would be for the Country, if this 


1 alarming deſcription were founded on fact. Happy 


it is that the reverſe is the truth. A vaſt Majority 
in almoſt every town and city in the kingdom are 
Diſſenters; and when we add to these the diſaffected 


of every deſcription, we ſhould have infinite reaſon 


to tremble, if his aſſertions were true. 

Men there are, moſt certainly, among theſe claſ- 

ſes of people, diſpoſed for Rebellion, and ripe for 
Revolution; but what body of men are there free 
from theſe Troubles of States? Except indeed, that 
Mr. P. claſhes Separation from the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and downright Hoſtility to the Conſtitu- 
tion, as one and the ſame thing, he cannot, by any 
means whatever, ſupport his aſſertions. 
With reſpect to religious opinions, every man has 
a right to think for himſelf. The man who attempts 
to bind another's Conſcience, is a Tyrant, and ought 
to be expunged from ſociety. Every man is anſwer- 
able for his religious ſentiments only to his Maker, 
to the tribunal only of the Great Judge, and Searcher 
of Hearts. 

This laſt aſſertion I would qualify, as only touch- 
ing a man's religious opinions, and ſo far only as 
thoſe opinions interfere not with the temporal affairs 
of the State, to which he is ſubjeCt.--- The real Chriſ- 
tian, the ſincere Follower of Jeſus Chriſt, has no 
need of the reſtrictions of human Laws to bind his - 
conduct; he has other ends in view than rebellion, 
tumults, and revolutions ; ſomething more infinitely 
important to mind, than the overturning either of 
Chuch, or civil Governments: and, being a ſervant, 


and 
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and all Governments, obeys from principle, fulfils 
| with alacrity the Injunction laid on him by his Di- 
1! vine Maſter, namely, 
| «Ty render unto Ceſar the things that are Cæſart.“ 
=_ and in obeying the latter part of the text from whence 

| the command is taken, fears neither the perſecutions * 

| of a combined world, nor the laſt ſeverity men and 
devils can invent, the loſs of Life, and the demoli- 
1 tion of his earthly Tabernacle, by torture, or by fire; 

j well knowing that He who holds the hearts of all 
men in his hand, permits their miſguided rage; but, 
who could, with the ſame commanding nod that 
ſpoke Creation into Life, ſay, to the ocean of Per- 
ſecution, Here ſhall thy proud waves be flayed.” © _ 

I have already noticed the degrading epithets ap- 
plied, by Mr. Pol wuklr, to Meſſrs. Whitfield and 
igſey, and their followers; yet theſe very men, theſe 
Enthuſiaſts, F anatics, Diſcmblers, Adulterers, and 
Murderers, as Mr. P. is pleaſed to denominate them, 
are the great Predeceſſors, the Maſters and Teachers 
of the reſpectable Doctor: and ſuppoſing, only for a 
moment, that theſe men were actually the perpetra- 
tors of all theſe crimes, were decidedly the origin 
and founders of a Syſtem directly tending to the ſub- 

, verſion, not only of Religion, but of every ſocial, 

civil tie; admitting it to be a fact, that this ae 

Syſtem is followed by numerous Bodies of deſigning, 
and diſaffected men, fit for Rebellion, ripe for Re- 
volution, and diſtinguiſhed from their fellow Citi- 
zens by every enormous, and degrading crime 
Where 1s the boaſted Candor, where the brotherly 
Love, that diſplays itſelf in holding up the eſteemed 
Dr. as a Pupil, a Follower, and a Partiſan of ſuch 
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of 
an abominable Syſtem,---of ſuch an execrable, and 


infamous Party ? | 
Whether John Meſley, or his Coremporary, were 


the authors of ſuch a Syſtem, pregnant with miſ⸗ 
chief, incalculable in its conſequences, and damnable 


in its end, muſt be left to the world to determine: 
but what has Dr. HawxER to do with them? why 
are ſuch abandoned Characters delineated as his Pre- 
deceflors, whom he never ſaw, and with whoſe 
writings, as he aſſerts in his Reply, he is totally un- 
acquainted ?---why is he repreſented as an Enemy to 
nature, reaſon, and truth, and the Deſcendant of 
the arch Felon, and grand Thief, a Diſturber of the 
Quiet of the State, and a lewd Hireling crept by 
ſtealth into the Church? His Writings, and Lite 
diſplay a different way of thinking, ard acting ; and 
bad, indeed, muſt that heart be, which could com- 
pare ſo unſullied a Character, with the diſtinguiſhing 
Portraits drawn of the Champions of Methodiſin, and 
their numerous Followers! 
But ſtranger alike to the open, and generous ſpirit, 
which ſhould diſtinguiſh the Man, and the forgiving, 
diſintereſted, and exalted Piety of the Chriſtian; 
Mr. P. has not heſitated to dart the arrows of calum- 
ny, and to injure the reputation of a Divine, deſer- 
vedly noticed as one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed, and 


3 laborious. Miniſters, of the preſent day, in the 
Church of England. _ N 


I faid, injurious to his reputation; but, I recal 
that declaration; for the fixed character of the 


worthy Doctor, is ſuperior to defamation, and the 


feeble attacks of Mr. PotLwaeLe: The arrows 
hurled by detraction againſt the walk of life, and 
| i uniform 
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uniform attention to the duties of his miniſtry, will 

never fail of rebounding with accumulated confuſion 
on the hand that levels, and the head that directs; 
and ſo confident am I of the general eſteem in which 
he 1s held, that there 1s not the ſmalleſt doubt, but, 
that in this Controverſy, Mr. P. will reallize the un- 
fortunate Cataſtrophe, produced by the collifion of 
the earthen and iron Pots, as recorded in a celebrated 


Fable; and, though I ſhall not poſitively ſay, 


„This Letter is the Gibbet of his Name,” 


It will give it fuch a ſhock, as nothing but a ehutige 
of Opinion, and complete retractation of Sentiment 
will ever reſtore. 

Mr. Pol wur will excuſe me if I vindicate an 
attacked Character with warmth.---I feel myſelf in- 
debted to the reſpectable Dr. for many improvin 
opportunities, which IT have enjoyed under his mini” 
try; and although 1 have never had the honor of a 
perſonal converſation with him, nor do I even think 
that I am known to him, yet my poor Defence is 
the juſt tribute due to his merits. I would not for- 
get, that in polemical divinity, the Gentleman, and 
the Chriſtian ſhould never be ſeperated; we ſhould 
umte the meekneſs of the Dove with the penetrating 
eye of the Eagle; and, although unprovoked, and 
unexampled Injuries may, in ſome degree, warrant 
recrimination, we ſhould never abſolutely loſe ſight 
of the amiable temper, and illuſtrious example of . 
the Lovely Jeſus, who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again. 

Page 2, we find Mr. Polwurlx accuſing Dr. H. 
of taking advantage of the mania of Methodiſm, for 
the purpoſe of diſſeminating pernicious * 
| whic 
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which the ſobriety of reaſon would reject as unic. i;-- 
tural. Without taking any notice of the mania of 


3 Methodiſm,” (which! is a charge too ridiculous for diſ- 


cuſſion) let us review ſome of theſe unfcriptural 
Doftrines, which reqſon preſumes to reject, and 
which, briefly, are Original Sin, Regeneration, Juſ- 


 tification by Faith, Indwelling and Operations of the 


HoLy GuosT, and of obtaining Eternal Salvation, 
only by the Name and Merits of Jesus CurrsT, in- 
dependent of any Work, or Merit 1 in, or performed 
by the Creature. 

Theſe are the wnſcriptural Dofrines which D. II. 
is repreſented as diſſeminating with intemparate zeal; 

8 are the errors pointed out to the world by a 
Clergyman of the 8 of England, and which, 
we are informed, (page 3) has led him into“ Ex- 
ceſſes and incorrectneſs of Conduct,” productive of 
great Offence to the more orderly hot of People.” 

Who theſe © mare orderly /art of People” are, may 
ſoon be aſcertained. They are the callous, and ig- 
norank mortals, who ſtatedly frequent places, 


Where Ceremony leads her Bigots forth, 
- Prepar'd to fight for ſhadows of no worth; 
Where truths, on which eternal things pevd, 
Find not, or hardly find, a ſingle friend: 
As soldiers watch the signal of command, 
5 hey learn to bow, to kneel, to sit, to stand; 
Happy to fill Religion's vacant place |, , * 
With hollow form, and gesture, and grimace: , 


Co WPER. 


vo: the « Incorrefiuieſs of conduct 2 mentioned, 
it is impoſſible to attach any particular meaning, 
_ it be that Paul-/ike, puritanical teal, which 


B 2 - dares 


I2 


dares to deviate from the common beaten, lukewarm 
track of faſhionable Religion; which delivers, freely 
and fully, Salvation by jeſus Chriſt: but, if theſe 
are the © Exceſſes“ meant, if this be the © Incorrect- 
neſs of Conduct“ alledged, there remains not the 
leaſt doubt but the Rev. Doctor will, moſt obſtinate- 
ly, perſiſt in them,---will remain incorrigible in the 
8 of them, to the lateſt period of his valuable 
Life. 
Page 4,---Mr. P. mounting the tribunal of Cen- 
ſure, performs the triple part of Judge. Accuſer, 
and Jury, and interrogates the Dr. in the following 
words, Let me aſk you whether you think your 
credentials are ſuch as will juſtify your conduct to 
your Dioceſan ? are ſuch as will ſatisfy any other 
than the mad Enthuſiaſt, or the arrogant Fanatic?“ 
And here Mr. PoLwatLE will permit me to remark, 
that the credentials of a Delegate of Heaven, of an 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt, are ſuch as warrant him to 
preach the Goſpel in any place, or to any people in 
the habitable globe; that it is alike free to the Jew 
and Gentile---Greek and Scythian---the frozen In- 
habitant of Zembla, or the ſun-burnt, ferocious 
African; and which Goſpel, when faithfully preached, 
will ſatisſy, and be rewarded by, One, who is neither 
*«< mad Ethuftaſt,” or an arrogant Fanatic,” 
Moral, and political ſermons, are too much 
preached in our eſtabliſhed Churches; and had thoſe 
delivered by the worthy Doctor, turned on either of 
theſe topics, the parſons of Cornwall, who, we are 
informed, are © Highly offended at his preſumptuous 
boldneſs,” would not have cared much how otten he 
ſuperceded them in the uſe of their Pulpits, the Doc- 
trines 


13 
trines of which, alas! it is much to be feared, are 


too often at variance with the Deſk! 


„Talk they of morals, O thou bleeding Lamb, 

he grand morality is love of thee.“ | 
From the 1oth. to the 16th. page, the moſt il- 
literate reader will diſcover ſuch a complete Ignorance 
of the leading Doctrines of the Goſpel, as may well 
involve him in aſtoniſhment; eſpecially, when he 


reflects they are the productions of a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel ; but who, though within the viſible pale of 
the Church of Chriſt, diſplays every mark of an un- 
renewed Mind, and an unregenerate State, And 
pages 48, 49, 88, 89, go and g1, are equally diſtin- 
guiſhed for a deplorable Ignorance, and Miſre- 
reſentation of the Points eſſential to Salvation; 
interſperſed, too, with a vein of Ridicule that muſt 
ſhock the feelings of the pious Reader; of which we 
will juſt preſent a ſpecimen. Do you think, when 
the Philoſopher bit out his tongue, and ſpat it in the 
face of the Tyrant, that his weakneſs was ſtrength- 
ened by the Holy Spirit?” And who would imagine 
that Mr. P. after having, in the moſt unequiyocal 
and ſolemn manner, aſſented to the ſcriptural, grand 
Truth of the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
Ordination Service, through which every Miniſter of 
the Church of England muſt neceſſarily paſs, pre- 
vious to his officiating in that capacity, could attempt 
to call the preaching, and diſſeminating of ſuch a 
valuable, and eſſential Doctrine, the abſurdity. of 
bewildered men? Or who would ſuppoſe that, the 
belief of ſuch a momentous truth, ſhould be reputed 
the phantaſms of a Viſionary, or the reveries of an 


- Enthuſiaſt ? 
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1 hat great aſſertor of the Faith of our Lord jetus 
Chriſt, St. Paul, ſays, Ie are the temples of the Holy 
Ghoft ; know ye not that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ! 7 
And, if the Divine Comforter, the third Perſon in 

the glorious Trinity, condeſcend to make this earthly 
Tabernacle the reſidence of His Power; if He irra- 
diates, and illuminates it, by His indwelling Preſence, 
and * Inwardly moves His people to ſerve God, to 
p! omote His Glory, and edity His Church unto 

alvation,” ſhall theſe diſtinguiſhing Fruits be 
marked as the extravagance of a bewildered, and li- 
centious Imagination; and reduced to a level with 
the opinions of the Qi herd of Cervantes, or the 
effuſions of Amadis of Gaul? 

Regeneration, we are told, (page 11) is not the 
reſult of divine agency, but 1s to depend entirely on 
the ⁊c of the creature. Ideas of Religion the moſt 
dangerous, and abſurd, that can poſſibly be imagined; 
eftuſions, moſt certainly, of a mind totally unre- 
newed, and unenlightened by the Spirit, and deplo- 
rably in an unregenerate ſtate.---Ideas exploded 
by the ſtandard of unerring Truth, and diametrically 
oppoſite to the Articles of the Church-of England, 
as by law eſtabliſhed. 

would deſcribe the ſcripture Doctrine of Regene- 
ration, as a 7horough change, by which the man is 
made a new creature. The {piritual ſeed of which that 
new creature is generated is 7ncorruptible and the 
Word, (which by the Goſpel is preached) impreg- 
nated by the Spirit, is the means by which dead ſin- 
pers are quickened, revived, renewed; and raiſed to 
1 ate. 

* Sec the ordination fervice, - 
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The force of Education may, indeed, chain up the 
luſts, fetter the affections, and reſtrain from groſſer 
irregularities. It may produce a ſyſtem of ethics, 
and induce. external rectitude, at which we may ex- 
preſs a kind of cheerleſs admiration ;---but this new 
birth, this ſupernatural and thorough change, muſt take 
place before we can be qualified ſpiritually to talk of 
the things of God; before we can be partakers or 
thedivinenature, and heirs of a glorious rr: whicne'k 
May but this change my ſoul renew, | 
Let ſceptics gaze, and hate me too; 


Their boasted, vain, and reas'ning ſcheme, 
- Has no ſuch efficacious claim.” \ 


Upon the whole, when we review this unprovoked, 
and injurions Letter of Mr. P's. and contraſt it with 
the meekneſs, the . temperance, and Chriſtian-like 
ſolidity of the arguments oppoſed to it by the reſpec- 
table Doctor, it is hardly poſſible to reſtrain the burſt 
of indignation at the former, and ſufficiently to ex- 
preſs our unlimited approbation of thelatter. And (to 
allude to Mr. App IsON's humorous remark) If we 
were to judge of the weight of a Book, rather from 
the number of Ideas which it contains, than from 
the number of its Words or Pages,” this admirable 
Reply of Dr. HAwEK ERS would weigh down many 
thoufands of Mr. Pol WUELEk's ſcurrilous Letter. 

But it would be endleſs to notice 2// the miſguided 
notions of a man, ho is plainly unqualified to touch 
ipiritual things. And I do not think a more eſſen- 
tial ſervice can he rendered, than by pointing him 
to an attentive peruſal of the Articles, Homilies, and 
Liturgy of the Church of 'England, of which he is 
a Minifter; to the unerring, and bright model of 
eternal Truth, the Bible. | 
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The moment will ſpeedily arrive, that ſhall bring 
to an awtul teſt all refuges of lies; when the ſoul, 
ſtript of her confidence in human Virtue, and Self- 
righteousneſs, ſhall ſtand, horribly trembling, on 
the laſt verge of the earthly Tabernacle;---will then 
diſcover to its affrighted view, that Regeneration by 
her own efforts, is an unavailing reſource to combat 
the King of Terrors with.---Perhaps the eleventh 


Hour may not bring with it, the Salvation experienced 


by the dying Thief; mercy, long lighted, may re- 


| fuſe to hold forth the Olive Branch; and the ago- 


nizing horrors, with which the departing Soul is 
infeſted, may only be the forerunners of ages of 
eternal woe ; and the ſign of wrath awak'd, till at laſt 
it ſinks into eternity © With all its imperfections on 
„„ 

Go on then, ye Advocates of Self- righteousneſs, 
Deſpiſers of the Work of the Holy Spirit, of your loſt 
State by Nature, and Regeneration by Faith- -- pro- 
ceed in your deluded Ideas, and haſten irrecoverably 
down tothe chambers of Death; ht know ye, for all theſe 
things, Godwillbring you into judgement, Thecareof the 
real Chriſtian will be, to ſupport, and ſecure theſe 
important, eſſential Points---It will be the ſtudy of 
the Ambaſlador of Chriſt to diſſeminate them. And 
the termination, both to Miniſter and People, will 
be, to drop into the arms of their Maſter, and to 
participate glorioufly in the joys of that Place, where 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are at reſt. 

Many errors, perhaps, may have crept into this 
trifle unawares; and may, poſſibly, furniſn ſome 
matter of diverſion to Mr. Pol WEILER; but he ought 
to meke allowances, when he conſiders that it is 


written 
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written in haſte; three days only elapſed from the 
time of its being announced, to its being in the 


preſs, and compoled only during the leiſure hours 
devoted to recreation, from the duties of the ſemi- 
nary. However, the applauſes and cenſure of the 


world, I alike diſregard, the conſciouſneſs of having 


done my duty, is more pleaſing than its praiſe, and 


the man who fears its frowns, deſerves to bear 


them. | | 
I have only to add my ſincere and heart-felt 


wiſhes, that the author of ſentiments ſo hoſtile to 


the moſt eſſential points of Salvation, may ſoon be 
convinced of his error; and when that awful mo- 
ment arrives, that will ſend him to that tribunal 
from whence no appeal can be made, he may be 


| waſhed from his original and acquired fins, and may 


be found clothed witly that imputed Righteouſneſs, 


without which there can be no admittance through 


the ſparkling portals of Heaven, to the ineffable and 
rapturous bliſs of a brighter and better world. 

Yet, if blindly perſiſting in errors ſo lamentable, 
the deciſive hour ſhould find him without that wed- 
ding garment, the tear. of a ſtranger ſhall flow at 
the remembrance of ſuch an unhappy exit; the ſigh 
of ſenſibility and compaſſion ſhall deplore the me- 
lancholy hour that muſt infallibly confign the 
holders of ſuch tenets to miſery unſpeakable, while 
the tongue ſhall exclaim with tendereſt and con- 
doling ſympathy ; Alas! my brother ;”---nor will 
all the acquirements ot learning, the blandiſhments 
of genius, or the rank we may have held in life, 
be of any avail in that tremendous moment, which, 
it finding the ſoul deſtitute of the waſhing of Re- 

3 generation, 
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eration, will moſt aſſuredly, turn over the miſe- 
rable ſoul to groans eternal, never to ceaſe amidſt 
« ages of hopeleſs end.“ | | 
May it be the care of Mr. P. to ſecure himſelf a 
Place in the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, a clearance 
from guilt, and a total renewal of ſentiments, that 
he may not only exult in the rapturous thought of 
rſonal pardon of fin, but may be the means (under 
God) of ſpreading the enlivening news of Salvation 
to thouſands of believing Saints, and of awakening 
the minds of numerous and unrenewed ſinners, 


% Would'ſt thou build laſting happineſs, get this: bf 
« The inverted pyramid can never ſtand.” þ 
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